WORK   OF   CONSTITUENT  ASSEMBLY
Adviser to bring a draft law of dissolution to the Palace that
evening for promulgation if the Treaty were not passed by
midnight.
At eight o'clock that night the Prime Minister telephoned
the Palace that he had found it impossible to convene a quorum.
He begged for a day's grace. The High Commissioner was
adamant. The draft law for dissolving the Assembly was
placed in the hands of the King.
At 10.30, however, the Prime Minister, by dint of great effort,
had persuaded sixty-eight deputies to assemble,1 The President,
after explaining the circumstances of the special session, put
to the Assembly the resolution, standing in the name of Yasin
Pasha and his group, that ratification should be delayed until
the amendments had been secured.2 Forty-three voted against
the resolution, twenty-four for it, one deputy refusing to vote.3
The Prime Minister's resolution, which attempted to incorpor-
ate the fears, hopes and desires of both the anti-Treaty and the
pro-Treaty groups, was then put to the vote. His formula
read as follows:
This Assembly considers that many of the Articles of the
Treaty and Agreements are so severe that 'Iraq would be
unable to discharge the responsibilities of the alliance
desired by the people of 'Iraq. But 'Iraq relies upon and
has full trust in the honour of the British Government and
1 Madhakurdt, 24th session, pp. 431-2.
2 Ibid., p. 435. The translation is as follows:
The Constituent Assembly have seen the Treaty, Protocol and Agreements,
and in spite of their strong desire for co-operation with the British Government
and for the maintenance of friendship between the two peoples, they found that
they (the documents) contain such severe articles as to render 'Iraq incapable of
discharging the responsibilities of alliance... Therefore, out of a desire to
establish the alliance on strong foundations, the Assembly do not agree to the
ratification of the Treaty by the Government, unless the amendments and
reservations contained in the Committee's Report are accepted. Further,
negotiations for securing the said amendments should be entered into forth-
with, as pointed out in the Committee's Report and should be submitted to the
Constitutional Assembly in the form of a Protocol. Also an assurance should
be obtained for the defence of the rights of 'Iraq in the Mosul Wilayet in its
entirety.
3 Full lists of the deputies according to their votes are given, ibid., pp. 436-9.
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